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end, for Matter is itself annihilated; and the black Spectre, Atheism, ' with all its sickly dews/ melts into nothingness forever. But farther, if it be, as Kant maintains, that the logical mechanism of the mind is arbitrary, so to speak, and might have been made different, it will follow, that all inductive conclusions, all conclusions of the Understanding, have only a relative truth, are true only for ws, and if some other thing be true.
Thus far Hume and Kant go together, in this branch of the inquiry: but here occurs the most total, diametrical divergence between them. We allude to the recognition, by these Transcendentalists, of a higher faculty in man than Understanding; of Eeason (Vernunff), the pure, ultimate light of our nature; wherein, as they assert, lies the foundation of all Poetry, Virtue, Religion; things which are properly beyond the province of the Understanding, of which the Understanding can take no cognisance, except a false one. The elder Jacobi, who indeed is no Kantist, says once, we romomber: * It is the instinct of Understanding to contradict Eeason.' A-dmitting this last distinction and subordination, supposing it scientifically demonstrated, what numberless and weightiest consequences would follow from it alone! These we must leave the considerate reader te deduce for himself; observing only farther, that the Teologia JSfistica, so much venerated by Tasso in bis philosophical writings; the * Mysticism* alluded to by Novalis; and generally all true Christian Faith and Devotion, appear, so far as wo can sec, more or less included in this doctrine of the Transcendentalists; under their several shapes, the essence of them all being what is here designated by the name Reason, and set forth as the true sovereign of man's mind.
How deeply these and the like principles had impressed themselves on Novalis, we see more and more, the farther